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Research fund. His research excellence is evidenced by the obtention of numerous awards, 
including, the American Society of Retina Specialists Honor Award, Best Poster Award at the All 
India Ophthalmic Conference, and being named to the Top 40 under 40 Power List by the 
Ophthalmologist. 

External Reviewers: 
Reviewer A: "He is a well-funded investigator, with over $9 million in grants looking at models 
of neuroprotection of photoreceptors as well as gene therapy. His research and publications in 
these areas are notable in the literature and extremely important contributions to our knowledge 
especially of photoreceptor degeneration .. .I believe that his accomplishments have certainly 
exceeded most of the physicians at his level of experience and may in fact exceed the work of 
many senior professors of ophthalmology." 

Reviewer B: "It is my informed judgment following this evaluation that Dr. Besirli is an 
exceptional candidate to be promoted to the rank of Assistant Professor. Dr. Besirli's wide
ranging experience in vitreoretinal disorders and retinal degeneration put him in a[ n] outstanding 
position to take on this role ... The research conducted throughout his career on these topics is 
highly rigorous, and has meaningful impact on the field." 

Reviewer C: "He is the consummate clinician scientist because juggling all the research that he is 
doing and also being busy clinically is very demanding . ... He has developed a respect by the 
community of retinal specialists that is usually only given to those who are much older. .. Dr. Besirli 
is not a future star. He is a star and the University of Michigan is lucky to have such an 
accomplished yet humble person." 

Reviewer D: "He has distinguished himself as a ... , humble, intelligent clinician scientist in the 
field of retina who came to my attention after winning the Ronald G. Michels fellowship award 
in 2011, given only to a handful of the best retina fellows in the country. Dr. Besirli has a special 
'niche' interest in pediatric retinal diseases and surgery, of which there are probably only a few 
dozen specialists in the country. He has distinguished himself by being a young leader in the 
field of pediatric retina, giving multiple lectures on this topic at his own institutional as well as 
nationally. As a surgeon, he was able to bridge the translational gap to bench research by making 
several discoveries in his [junior] career."                                                                                       
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Reviewer E: " ... Cagri has become an internationally respected clinician scientist. He is an 
excellent example of a physician who can manage to integrate clinical practice, teaching and 
research ... He has successfully competed for grants from a wide variety of organizations, including 
the NIH." 

Reviewer F: "His contributions have been significant, and provide fundamental core knowledge 
in the field. Dr. Besirli has gained national prominence and is recognized as a leader in the 
field of retinal metabolism and neuroprotection ... He puts the interest of the patient first and has 
been at the forefront of the effort to build knowledge and find new treatments for patients with 
retinal disease. He has been doing pioneering work in the area of gene therapy and provides 
cutting-edge treatment for patients with inherited retinal degenerations. Besides providing 
clinical care, Dr. Besirli's laboratory research is focusing on advancing the field by 
identifying potential therapeutic targets to prevent retinal degeneration." 






